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____________________________________________________________________

CHILD AND VULNERABLE ADULT PROTECTION POLICY
____________________________________________________________________

1. The Background to the Policy
The aim of our Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy is to keep children, young people and vulnerable adults who participate in our activities safe from abuse and harm.  In this document, the word “Child” covers “Child, Young Adult and Vulnerable Adult”.
We believe that:

· Every child regardless of age has a right to feel safe and protected from any situation or practice that results in  physical, emotional or psychological damage.

· If we have suspicions about a child’s physical, sexual or emotional well being, we should take action.

· Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families through their involvement in SASO’s activities has a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.
2. Aim
To seek to provide inclusive access to SASO’s Children’s and other events within a safe and reassuring environment.

3. The Policy
SASO will take all reasonable steps to meet the identified needs of children whilst ensuring that the standards of performance which SASO currently provides are not compromised.
4. The Practice
· All children involved in the organisation’s activities will be treated with respect.

· All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  SASO will not entertain unaccompanied children.

· Adults will not engage in rough physical games and horseplay nor touch children in an inappropriate or sexual way.

· In talking to children, sexually suggestive comments will not be made even as a joke.

· When demonstrating instruments to instruments to children and allowing children to play with instruments, care will be taken to avoid undue physical contact.  Permission shall be sought to touch the child when adjusting playing positions, etc.
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