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Minutes of Committee Meeting

held at 19.30 on Sunday, 30th January,  2011

at 13 The Park, St Albans.

Present:

Kieran McGuirk (KMG)
Chairman/Fixer

Bjorn Bantock (BB)

Conductor

Alison Bellerby (AB)

Librarian

Margaret Carpenter (MC)
Membership

Christine Drury (CD)

Friends’ Secretary

Alan McGlynn (AMG)

Hon Secretary

Richard Payne (RP)

Website

David Stott (DS)

Hon Treasurer

David Utting (DU)

Press


	No.
	Item
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence: 

Jeremy Finlay (JF), Chris Ludwig (CL), Jenny Wigram (JW),


	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting:

David Utting had been omitted as present and AMG would correct accordingly.


	AMG

	3
	Matters arising:
	

	
	We had new orchestra folders. Thanks to CL.

BB said that everything had gone to plan with the move of his Bechstein grand piano to St Saviour’s.

CD said that she would be seeking financial support from HSBC but would hold off till the date of the Children’s concerts were confirmed.

AMG had not drafted invitation cards.

DU said that a SASO Facebook  email had been sent to members.

We had approached 3 trusts for help with funding a new work by Edmund Jolliffe.  

If these fail we would consider asking for support for the Children’s concerts.

BB reported that the recording that members of SASO had made for inclusion on a commercial disc was not good enough to earn the proposed fee.  SASO’s costs had been covered.  BB emphasised that it was not the fault of the players as there had been a lot of technical problems which curtailed the effective playing time.


	CD

AMG

JF

	4
	Finances – Treasurer’s report:   

DS said that there were an estimated 707 in the audience at the NYD concert in the Abbey.  There was thus an income of about £10,000 giving a surplus of £3,100 although the Abbey bill had still to be paid.  We had a current surplus of about £1000.


	

	5
	Sponsorship & Grants - status:

We had no current prospect of sponsorships or grants.  It was all very patchy and we needed orchestra members to approach their employers to see if they could offer sponsorship.

We were thinking about buying a bass drum.  We would consider looking for support and using the local press to this end.

AMG said that a fellow member of SACC, Trevor Barton, was a professional fundraiser for a charity and was willing to give a talk to SASO Committee members.  AMG would follow this up.


	JF

DU

AMG

	6
	St Cecilia Concert

Arrangements were in hand for the Bring and Sing.  The work chosen was Haydn’s Creation.  The orchestra would be sufficient.


	

	7
	Arrangements for the 2010-2011 concerts:

Arrangements were fine for the 5th March concert.  The final rehearsal would be in St Saviour’s Church with the soloist.  We would try to have a new orchestra photograph taken.  AMG would ask Hannah Doe if her friend would take photographs at the dress rehearsal.  KMG said that we still needed volunteers to hand out fliers.

The 30th April concert was being organised by SACC and the publicity was their responsibility.  We would start rehearsals on 23rd March.  KMG said that he would be away 10th April to 6th May.  Some SASO members were offering to accommodate WK visitors.

There a lot of clashes around 22nd May for Childrens Concerts.  It was thought that 25th September or 2nd October would be preferable.  Some members of SASO had come up with themes suggested by their children.  AMG said he had asked about Skyswood school providing an orchestra and this had been favourably received.  BB said that he would request the junior orchestra at St Albans Music School.

For the concert on 25th June, we would need extras for the brass. 

We would need a bass drum.  It would be ideal to buy one (see item 5 above).

A repertoire evening would be held on 29th June.  BB suggested two 4th year students at the Royal Academy.  The work would be Walton’s symphony no.1 or Ives no.2 .

The Concertos evening would be on 6th July and AMG would email the orchestra to get volunteers to play.  It would take place in St Saviour’s church.


	MC/

AMG/

KMG

BB/

AMG

BB

BB

AMG

	8
	Advertising and Publicity

DU had done his usual effective press job both pre- and post-NYD concert.


	

	9
	2011-12 Season

The St Cecilia concert would be held on 22nd October, 2011.  The work to be performed would be Elijah and then new conductor of Hardynge Choir, Rufus Frowde, would conduct.

The New Year’s Concert would be on 2nd January, 2012, 1st January being a Sunday.  The working title was “Festival of Britain” in view of 2012 being the year of the London Olympics and containing the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.  A list of possible works had been drawn up. AMG had emailed the orchestra asking for their views and he received three responses.  There were a good number of options and a final selection would be made later.

Dates confirmed: 

10th March 2012    Abbey 

 28th April 2012  St Saviour’s Church

 23rd June 2012 Festival Concert in St Saviour’s

 27th June 2012 Repertoire evening

 4th July 2012 Concertos evening

October 2012 would possibly be a Night at the Opera.


	

	10
	Any other business

MC raised some issues of concern brought to her by members of the orchestra.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Committee members would talk to their sections of the orchestra.
KMG was thanked for hosting the meeting.


	KMG/CD

	11
	Date and venue of next meetings:

The next meeting (to discuss 2011-12 repertoire) was scheduled for Sunday, 6th March, 2011, at 7.30pm at Kieran’s: 13 The Park AL1 4RU.


	



