[image: image1.emf]The St Albans Symphony Orchestra

Conductor: Dr James Ross

Minutes of Special General Meeting

held at 22.00 on Wednesday 31 March 2010

at Homewood Road URC.
Present:

Harvey Dagul

President

Kieran McGuirk
Chairman
Tepo Din

Retiring Hon Secretary

Alan McGlynn

Proposed Hon Secretary

David Stott

Hon Treasurer

and 43 others


	No.
	Item

	1
	Apologies for absence: 

Rachel France, Keith Marr, Margaret Nixon, Bill Rumford

	2
	Appointment of Conductor

James Ross had tendered his resignation at a previous rehearsal and would see the season out.  Kieran thanked James for his work with the orchestra over the last nine years applying his wide knowledge, musicality and leadership.  Kieran said that the orchestra had improved greatly during that time; increasing in skills, competence,  size and reaching new audiences. The orchestra had climbed new peaks and had received many exceptional press reviews.  A motion of thanks to James and best wishes was proposed by Richard Hayes, seconded by Chris Ludwig and carried unanimously.

Kieran explained that following Committee discussions he had, on behalf of the orchestra, approached one individual to take over as conductor from next season, namely Bjorn Bantock.  Bjorn had taken the orchestra on two occasions and had been favourably received.  He was also available on Wednesday evenings for the foreseeable future and could commit to the 2010/11 concert dates.  The initial contract would be for one year but the aim was for a long term partnership.  There was general discussion following which the motion to accept the Committee’s recommendation to appoint Bjorn Bantock as Conductor of St Albans Symphony Orchestra for an initial one year contract was proposed by Margaret Carpenter and seconded by Christine Drury.  It was carried unanimously.

	3
	Appointment of Honorary Secretary
Kieran reported that Tepo Din had had to resign as Honorary Secretary because of personal commitments.  Kieran thanked Tepo warmly for his work while he had been Secretary.  Simon Healy proposed and David Utting seconded a vote of thanks which was carried unanimously.
Alan McGlynn volunteered to become the new Honorary Secretary.  He was proposed by Gillian Stansfield, seconded by Hannah Light and elected unanimously.

	4
	Any Other Business
Kieran reported that the Children’s Concerts, two of them, would be on 11th July 2010, at Marlborough School.  Kieran asked for volunteers to go around the local schools to publicise the concerts. Jenny Wigram would take the names of volunteers and co-ordinate the efforts.

The Concertos evening would now be on Wed July 14th. 



